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the name of Calvin was to stand for laxness in economic matters.
Indeed, as will be seen, it was in defence of economic regulation
that Calvin's successor, Beza, fought some of his fiercest battles
with the civil authorities.

The attitude which Calvin adopted towards economic matters
was very different from that of Luther. Where the German
peasant had raged impotently against the horrors of an advanc-
ing commercialism, the French lawyer, taking his stand at a
later date, accepted the new developments calmly and attempted
to bring them under effective control. At Paris, Strasbourg, and
Geneva, Calvin had come into contact with commercial and
financial enterprise on a large scale and did not find it alto-
gether reprehensible. Properly regarded and properly con-
ducted, such enterprise could, he thought, be made to contribute
to the glory of God. In his sermon on Deuteronomy he pointed
out that God had never intended to condemn all profit-making
enterprises. eCar que serait-ce? II nous faudrait quitter toute
marchandise: il ne serait point licite de trafiquer de fa$on quc
ce fust les uns avec les autres.'1 Nor did he insist, in the manner
of Luther and most of the medieval writers, that industry should
remain in or return to a simple, traditional system. It was at his
instigation that, with the help of a State loan, the manufacture
of cloth and velvet was introduced into Geneva in order to pro-
vide work for the poor and unemployed. He advised ministers
to find out something at first hand about business so that their
advice on matters connected with it might be realistic.

Calvin accepted the sixteenth-century economic environment
in order to control it, and the control which he and Beza exer-
cised at Geneva, and which they intended to be exercised else-
where, was more effective than that of the medieval Church and
more rigorous than any system in modern history, except pos-
sibly the control of the Soviet Government under the Five-Year
Plans. Calvin writes in his Institutes that: cno member [of the

1 Quoted by H. Hauser, Les Dtbuts du Capitalisme, Paris, 1937, p. 51. I am
indebted to this book for most of the quotations from Calvin on the subject of
usury. Owing to the importance in this subject of fine shades of meaning, I have
left the quotations in the form used by Hauser, so as to avoid introducing errors or
distortions in translation.